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not seek Him/' said Pascal, "had we not found
Him."

That Divine quest is the constant theme of
the Bible. It tells the great story of God's in-
sistent pursuit of the human soul. The Universe,,
vast as it is, gives no safe hiding-place from Him;
it affords no single spot where we may feel secure
from His all-searching presence. " Even there
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me." We are like that wanderer of old
coming along the trail at the close of day, faint
and lonely, who thought he had left his father's
God behind him because he had left his father's
tent, but discovered, as he lay down to rest upon
the hillside, that he was pursued. " Lo, God is
here and I knew it not," was his astonished cry.
For the shepherd is out after the sheep, and though
it seek to escape the inexorable pursuer, he does
not give up the quest until he finds it. That, we
say again, is the truth which has smitten, with
ever deepening wonder, the heralds of the gospel
in every age. " There is mercy with God that He
may be feared." Augustine, Francis of Assisi,
Luther, Wesley, Newman, Spurgeon never could
Become accustomed to this tremendous message